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DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  LANDS 


MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR 


P.O.  BOX  201601 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


(406)  444-2074 


1625  ELEVENTH  AVENUE 
HELENA,  MONTANA  S9620-1601 


June  10,  1993 
Dear  Reader: 


Enclosed  for  your  review  is  an  Environmental  Assessment  (EA) 
prepared  by  the  Department  of  State  Lands   (DSL) .     The  EA 
evaluates  a  proposal  by  Minerals  Technologies  to  dispose  of  talc 
mine  tailing  in  an  older  unreclaimed  gravel  pit.     No  issues  were 
raised  by  the  public.     The  DSL  will  permit  the  project  to  enable 
proceeding  with  filling  and  reclaiming  the  gravel  pit.     Two  other 
gravel  pits  in  the  area  are  being  reclaimed  in  the  same  manner 
under  the  statutes  of  the  Open  Cut  Bureau. 

Please  call  Bob  Winegar  Dept.  of  State  Lands   (444-2074)  if 
you  have  any  questions  on  the  project. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  consideration. 


Sincerely, 

Robert  C.  Winegar 
Program  Supervisor 
Hard  Rock  Bureau 
Reclamation  Division 
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enclosure 


c:       Dave  Williams  (BLM) 


"AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER'' 


ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 
APPLICANT:     Barretts  Minerals  Inc..  subsidiary  Minerals  Technologies  Inc.  

TYPE  OF  OPERATION:  Application  for  Revision  to  Operating  Permit  00009  Talc  Open  Pit  Mine  and  Mill  -  see 
Proposed  Action 

LOCATION:       Barretts  Mill.  Montana  sections  8  and  17.  T8S.  R9W.MPM 
COUNTY:  Beaverhead 

PERSON  PREPARING  E.A.:  Rebecca  A.  Miller,  geochemist  

APPLICATION  COMPLETE:    June  9.  1993   E.A.  COMPLETE:    June  9.  1993 

Date  Date 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS 

A 

B 

C 

LONG 
TERM 

SHORT 
TERM 

AMPLIFICATION 

PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

1.  TOPOGRAPHY 

X 

2.  GEOLOGY:  Stability 

X 

3.  SOILS:  Oualitv.  Distribution 

X 

4.  WATER:  Oualitv:  Ouantitv: 
Distribution 

X 

5.  AIR;  Quality 

X 

6.  UNIOUE.  ENDANGERED.  FRA- 
GILE, or  LIMITED  environmental 
resources 

X 

BIOLOGICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

1.  TERRESTRIAL.  AVIAN,  and 
AQUATIC;  species  and  habitats 

X 

2.  VEGETATION:  quantity,  quality. 

species 

X 

3.  AGRICULTURE:  grazing,  crops 
production 

X 

HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

1.  SOCIAL:  structures  and  mores 

X 

2.  CULTURAL  uniqueness,  diversity 

X 

3.  POPULATION:  quantity  and 
diversity 

X 

4.  HOUSING:  quantity  and 
distribution 

X 

5.  HUMAN  HEALTH  &  SAFETY 

X 

6.  COMMUNITY  &  PERSONAL 
INCOME 

X 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS 

A 

B 

C 

LONG 
TERM 

SHORT 
TERM 

AMPLIFICATION 

7.  EMPLOYMENT:  quantity  and 

Hi  o  LI  1  UULlUil 

X 

8.  TAX  BASE:  local  and  state  tax 
revenue 

X 

9.  GOVERNMENT  SERVICES: 
demand 

X 

10.  INDUSTRIAL.  COMMERCIAL 
and  AGRICULTURAL  activities 

11.  HISTORICAL  and 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

x 

12.  AESTHETICS 

X 

13.  ENVIRONMENTAL  PLANS  and 
GOALS:  local  and  regional 

X 

14.  DEMANDS  on  ENVIRON- 
MENTAL RESOURCES  of  land, 
water,  air  and  energy 

X 

15.  TRANSPORTATION:  networks 
and  traffic  flows 

X 

CUMULATIVE  EFFECTS:  Other  activities  in  area  are  agricultural  and  the  Barrett's  talc  mill.  These  do  not  add  to 
impacts  of  tailings  disposal.  

PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT:  Public  notice  sent  May  13.  1993  to  the  Montana  Standard  -  no  comments  received.  

ALTERNATIVES  CONSIDERED:  No  Action  and  Proposal  as  modified  through  the  completeness  review  process.  

COMPLIANCE  STATUS:  No  outstanding  compliance  issues 

RECOMMENDATIONS  CONCERNING  PREPARATION  OF  AN  EIS:        None  required  as  the  land  has  been 
disturbed  by  historic  gravel  mining  operations.  Proposal  will  result  in  reclamation  of  6  acres. 

OTHER  GROUPS  OR  AGENCIES  CONTACTED  OR  WHICH  MAY  HAVE  OVERLAPPING  JURISDICTION:  Water 
Quality  Bureau.  Bureau  of  Land  Management 

NDIVIDUALS  OR  GROUPS  CONTRIBUTING  TO  THIS  EA:  Rebecca  Miller.  Patrick  Plantenberg.  Bob  Winegar 


A:  Significant  Unavoidable  Impacts 
B:  Insignificant  as  a  result  of  conditioned  mitigation 
C:  Insignificant  as  proposed 


Signature  y 


Proposed  Action 


Barretts  Minerals  proposes  to  take  the  dry  tailings  from  the  beneficiation  circuit  at  the  Barretts  Mill  and  deposit 
them  in  an  old  gravel  pit  northwest  of  the  plant,  across  the  interstate  highway,  on  private  ground.  The  tailing  will  be 
deposited  in  thin  lifts  and  compacted  as  pit  filling  is  carried  out.  The  compaction  will  be  achieved  by  running  equipment 
over  the  tailings  during  dumping  and  leveling  as  each  lift  is  constructed. 

The  old  gravel  pit  is  about  6  acres  in  size  and  is  up  to  12  feet  deep.  The  pit  has  a  capacity  of  holding  up  to 
100,000  tons  of  tailing.  The  bottom  of  the  pit  is  filled  with  old  wood  wastes  which  will  be  removed  before  tailings 
disposal  begins.  The  wood  wastes  will  be  used  for  a  reclamation  soil  amendment.  The  pit  will  be  reclaimed  by 
covering  the  talc  tailings  with  2  inches  of  gravel  and  four  inches  of  soil  mixed  with  wood  wastes.  The  soil  and  gravel 
will  come  from  local  irrigation  ditches  which  are  cleaned  periodically. 

The  water  table  was  monitored  in  1992  and  is  16.9  feet  below  the  bottom  of  the  pit.  Water  from  wells 
upstream  and  downstream  has  been  sampled. 

The  tailings  have  been  tested  using  a  TCLP  test.    Nothing  was  found  in  the  tailing  above  regulatory  trigger 

levels. 


